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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 4 and 1 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: 
Claims 4 and 1 1 refer to "a textual note notes" which appears to contain a 

typographical error. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

2. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

3. Claims 7 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to 
comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter 
which was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to 
one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, 
had possession of the claimed invention. 

Claim 7 is directed to a data stream including an output file. The specification of 
the invention does not provide a description of a data stream that includes an output file. 



Application/Control Number: 10/634,456 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2168 

Therefore, claim 7 contains subject matter which was not described in the specification 
in such a way as to reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant art that the 
inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had possession of the claimed 
invention. 

Claim 8 recites "a delineated text file", but the specification of the invention does 
not provide a description of such a file. Therefore, claim 8 contains subject matter 
which was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to 
one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, 
had possession of the claimed invention. 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Claim 8 recites "a delineated text file" which was not described in the 
specification of the invention. The American Heritage College Dictionary defines the 
word "delineate" as follows: (1) To draw or trace the outline of; sketch out. (2) To 
represent pictorially; depict. (3) To depict in words or gestures; describe. Given these 
definitions and the lack of description in the specification, it is unclear what Applicant 



Application/Control Number: 10/634,456 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2168 

means by "a delineated text file". For purposes of examination, the Office assumes --a 
text file- in place of "a delineated text file". 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 



6. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 



Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

Claim 1 recites "one or more computer-readable media," the scope of which, as 
set forth in paragraph 24 of the specification, includes "a modulated data signal." As 
described in the specification, "An exemplary modulated data signal includes a carrier 
wave or other transport mechanism." Hence, a carrier wave falls within the scope of 
computer-readable media. A signal or carrier wave is merely a form of energy, and 
therefore does not fall into one of the four enumerated categories (process, machine, 
manufacture, composition of matter) under 35 U.S.C. § 101 . 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

8. Claims 1-7, 9-15, and 17-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Stranqio (U.S. Patent Number 5,280,251). 

As to claim 1 , Stranqio teaches one or more computer-readable media, having 
computer-usable instructions embodied thereon (col. 1 line 62, where "computer- 
readable media" is read on "database") for performing a method of printing cable-label 
records on a printing device, the method comprising: 

receiving search criteria for one or more cable-label records, wherein said cable- 
label records were previously stored in a storage component (col. 8 lines 65-67); 

identifying one or more records in said storage component corresponding to the 
search criteria (col. 8 lines 67 through col. 9 line 1); and 

providing a data stream that when rendered by the printing device produces 
cable-label records displaying content of the identified records in a prescribed format 
(col. 13 lines 23-26). 

As to claim 2, Stranqio teaches the search criteria include at least: 
a first search parameter (col. 10 lines 46-54, where "first parameter" is read on 
"connector types"); and 
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a second search parameter (col. 10 lines 46-54, where "second parameter" is 
read on "electrical standard"). 

As to claims 3 and 10, Strang io teaches the cable-label records include content 
that is to be printed on the cable-label records (col. 13 lines 23-26). 

As to claims 4 and 1 1 , Stranqio teaches said content includes a plurality of 
identifiers indicating one of: a cable type, a number of runs, a racks description, racks 
location information, an equipment description, an equipment designation, a termination 
type and/or a textual note notes (col. 8 lines 66-67). 

As to claims 5 and 13, Strangio teaches identifying one or more records 
comprises assembling a query from the first and second search parameters (col. 10 
lines 46-54). 

As to claims 6 and 14, Stranqio teaches identifying one or more records further 
includes searching the storage component against the assembled query for records 
matching the search criteria and returning the matching records (col. 8 lines 66-67). 

As to claim 7, Strangio teaches the data stream includes an output file (col. 12 
lines 60-61). 
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As to claim 9, Strang io teaches a method for printing cable-label records on a 
printing device (col. 13 lines 15-29), comprising: 

creating one or more cable-label records to be stored in a storage component 
(col. 8 lines 59-64); 

receiving search criteria for retrieving one or more the cable-label records (col. 8 
lines 65-67); 

identifying at least one record in the storage component corresponding to the 
search criteria (col. 8 lines 67 through col. 9 line 1); and 

providing a data stream that when rendered by the printing device produces 
cable-label records displaying content of the identified record(s) in a prescribed format 
(col. 13 lines 23-29). 

As to claim 15, Stranqio teaches a system for printing cable-label records (col. 13 
lines 15-29), comprising: 

a user interface operationally coupled to a storage component for receiving a 
search string to query the storage component for one or more records (col. 1 3 lines 8- 
9); and 

a cable-label records controller that receives the query result and converts the 
result into a prescribed format whereby the query result can be rendered on a printing 
device (col. 12 lines 53-54 and 58-61). 
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As to claim 17, Strang io teaches the query result comprises all cable-label 
records that match the search criteria (col. 8 line 67 through col. 9 line 1). 

As to claim 18, Strangio teaches a method of creating cable-label records (col. 8 
lines 59-64), comprising 

storing a set of data related to a cable in one or more computer-readable media 
(col. 8 lines 59-63); 

generating a cable-label records record in a structured format from the set of 
data (col. 8 lines 59-63); and 

storing the cable-label records record in one or more computer-readable media 
for subsequent recall (col. 8 lines 59-63, col. 8 line 66 through col. 9 line 6). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

9. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

10. Claims 8 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Strangio (U.S. Patent Number 5,280,251) as applied to claims 1 and 15 above, and 
further in view of Roias et al (U.S. Patent Number 6,721,414 B1). 
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As to claim 8, Strangio does not explicitly teach the prescribed format includes at 
least one selection from the following: 
a binary file; 
an ASCII file; and 

a delineated text file, including a delimiter. 

Roias et al teaches the prescribed format includes at least one selection from the 
following: 

a binary file (col. 9 lines 58-61 , where "binary file" is read on "text file"); 

an ASCII file (col. 9 lines 58-61, where "ASCII file" is read on "text file"); and 

a delineated text file, including a delimiter (col. 9 lines 58-61). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have modified the teachings of Strangio by Roias et al . 
because adding the capability to convert cable information into a text file provides a 
means of transferring information out of the database of cable information ( Roias et al 
col. 9 lines 65-67). 

As to claim 16, Strangio does not explicitly teach the prescribed format includes 
at least one selection from the following: 
an ASCII file; and 
a delimited text file. 
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Roias et al teaches the prescribed format includes at least one selection from the 
following: 

an ASCII file (col. 9 lines 58-61 , where "ASCII file" is read on "text file"); and 
a delimited text file (col. 9 lines 58-61). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have modified the teachings of Strang io bv Roias et al . 
because adding the capability to convert cable information into a text file provides a 
means of transferring information out of the database of cable information ( Roias et al 
col. 9 lines 65-67). 



Conclusion 



1 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

• U.S. Publication 20050120196 A1 , issued to Zito, for teaching a database storing 
information concerning components of a telecommunications network, including 
the capability of printing labels 

• U.S. Patent Number 5021968 A, issued to Ferketic, for teaching a database 
storing information concerning communications cables installed in a building. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Paul J. Sommerfeld whose telephone number is 571 
272-6545. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:45 am - 4:15pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeffrey A. Gaffin can be reached on 571 272-4146. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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